RUSSIAN ENGINEER

of one phone on his chest as he spoke into the other.
He was in fact being told what was being said by
the other inmates of Gurievitch's room during the
telephone conversation with him, by some agent
listening in in some other part of the VSNH
building. So much for the efficiency of the O.G.P.U.

Sludsky slammed the phones down on their
receivers and turned to us again smiling and
announced: " Any difficulties are now removed.
But Mr, Westgarth, why are you leaving Russia ? "

" You have already heard my story/' I replied.
" I think if you do not know the rest you will be
able to guess easily. No headway can be made.
You do not want Englishmen or their machinery
here. And what is worse my nerves are in such a
state that if I do not get back to more normal con-
ditions of living I have not the slightest doubt I
shall have a complete breakdown. Life in Russia
to-day is made up of intrigues, troubles and strife.
Every minute of the day shows some new mischief,
and it does not get better; it gets worse. I tell
you quite frankly you do not stand for the Ideals
you are supposed to represent. There is more
trouble here than in any other country in the world,
Can you wonder I am leaving ? How I have man-
aged to stick so long is a mystery/5

" Mm ! " he murmured. " You do not seem to
have a very pleasant idea of Russia or Russians on
the whole, Mr. Westgarth."

" No, I have not, but I have sympathy with them,"
I answered. " For whilst they are divided against
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